




my expectations.”
And there’s a reason for that—the riders

get something out of the experience. Take
Men’s 6 Royce Anderson, who participated
in one of the first events. He remembers,
“They lifted the kids up and put them in
that saddle and their whole attitude
changed. They just wanted to touch the
horse, or be part of the event. They didn’t
seem to have any fear. I was very moved by
it. And I know my mother, who was there,
she had tears in her eyes. She said, ‘That’s
the neatest thing I’ve ever seen you do.’ And
I was like, ‘Well, it’s a pretty cool thing to
be involved with.’ It makes you realize how
lucky you are, to be healthy.”

Lady’s 3 Destany Wilson agrees. At the
2007 Worlds, she got particularly close with
a little girl who began calling her “cowgirl
sister.” They still stay in touch.

Jessie Kuka was at that first shoot at
Westworld, and she’s stayed involved ever
since—even working as a judge at the Spe-
cial Olympics in Arizona this year. Back in
2005, some of the kids started calling her
Jackpot Jessie; it’s a handle she still answers
to, and carries with pride.

So it’s not surprising that in the ultimate
family sport, entire CMSA families are par-
ticipating—the Littles, the Kukas, the
Coxes. And they’ll do whatever is
needed—riding, leading the kids around,
setting up, tearing down, you name it.

The Aftermath
Dillon Haynes teamed up with Men’s 5 Jim
Hanson at Westworld. He got to ride, to
meet Nevada Joe, to hang out with real
Cowboys and Cowgirls.

Dillon stays in contact with Jim, and
with Diane and Ernie Purcelli. He’ll skip
school to go see Nevada Joe. He can’t get
enough of horses.

Carmen Haynes, Dillon’s mother, says,
“NARHA/CMSA has shown him and oth-
ers they can put on those boots and they can
ride a horse and accomplish their dreams.”

And to this day, Dillon wears the
CMSA belt buckle that Jim Hanson sent to
him after his first competition.

For further information, check the web-
sites www.narha.org or www.nevadajoe.net
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VIDEO PRODUCTION
Your Complete Source For Quality

VIDEO PRODUCTION
From videography & video editing, to special e0ects & transi-
tion e0ects, Digital Video Dave is your complete source for
quality video production!

Need to transfer some of your old VHS tapes to DVD's? Digi-
tal Video Dave can transfer your video from VHS, Digital8
and Mini DVD to DVD.

Specializing in videography of equine-related events!

�� Equine events with one horse presented at a time
(reining, cutting, cowboy shooters, etc.)

��Timed Events (barrel racing, roping, etc.)

��Stallion/Farm Promotion

��Gymnastics

��Dog Shows

***Video services not limited to horses.***
Video experience in events such as reining, cutting,
barrel racing, mounted cowboy shooters and more!

www.DigitalVideoDave.com

Videography
Video Editing
Special E,ects
Transition E,ects
Video Transfer

David Harmon

615-210-1142615-210-1142
Digital Video Dave

2200 Highway 76
Portland, TN 37148

david@digitalvideodavid.com

SERVICESIt only makes sense that the
face of NARHA is that of a
horse. A very special horse.

Nevada Joe started life in the wild, part of a
herd of Mustangs roaming northwest Nevada.
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is
charged with overseeing wild horses and burros
in this country. And every so often, the BLM
culls the herds, sending some of the animals for
adoption.

That’s what happened to Nevada Joe back
in 2002. He was about six years old when the
Wahl Clipper Corporation adopted him through
the BLM Wild Horse Project, then sent him to
their equestrian center in Illinois. Joe was accli-

mated to the domestic horse world—and then
Diane Purcelli took over, training the horse to
compete in barrels, team roping and more.
And, of course, mounted shooting.

During that time, Diane and husband Ernie
were getting involved in NARHA—and Nevada
Joe’s disposition seemed to be a natural fit for
working with special needs youngsters (and
adults). “He has an amazing way of getting peo-
ple to trust him,”says Diane Purcelli. “There’s a real
connection there.”

It was a connection that impressed NARHA
so much that they named Nevada Joe their Of-
ficial Horse Ambassador in 2006. In 2007, the
Purcellis (along with Wahl) came up with the
Wahl Clipper Dare to Dream Shootouts, mixing

mounted shooting along with therapeutic rid-
ing (or equine assisted activities therapy). Ne-
vada Joe, of course, is the star of the show.

These days, Joe is based at the Purcelli’s
Shooting Star Ranch in Darby, Montana. He trav-
els all over the country to provide that unique
therapy. He also has his own website
(www.nevadajoe.net); he even has his own blog.
He gets fan mail (and answers it).

In person, Nevada Joe is not necessarily the
largest steed—only about 14.2 hands, a stocky
bay gelding that looks like a lot of other mus-
tangs or cow ponies. But when he’s with peo-
ple—especially those with special needs—he
becomes something else: a symbol of hope,
healing and love.

People Served 38,600 plus
Total Equines 5,800
Centers More than 700
Volunteers More than 29,000
Instructors More than 2600

Joe was acclimated to the domestic
horse world—and then Diane
Purcelli took over, training the
horse to compete in barrels, team
roping and more. And, of course,
mounted shooting.

NEVADA JOE: THE FACE OF NARHA
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